
Downers Grove Community Advocates

To: April Holden,Village Clerk,Downers
Grove,IL

RE: Objectionsto HomeRulePetition

DATE: January21, 2005

On behalfofmyself(aregistered
voter in theVillage ofDownersGrove,IL)
andtheundersignedmembersofDowners
GroveCommunityAdvocates(all registered
votersin theVillage ofDownersGrove,IL)
I askthattheDownersGroveMunicipal
ElectionBoardconveneto hearthese
objections.

StephenDaniels,President
DownersGroveCo~nmunit Advocates
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EMail - downersgrovecommunityadvocates@comcast.net

StephenDaniels,
President
MeganSchroeder,
GeneralSecretwy
KenLemer,
Theasurer

BoardofDirectors
Bob Barnett
Betty Cheever
KathleenDiCola
GordonGoodman
liathiyn ‘Tinker” Haiv~
Chris Hotchkin

ContactInformation:

630-9~3-0000

downersgrovecomrnunityadvocates
@comcast.net

ContactInformation:630-963-0000



OBJECTORS’ PETITION

Filedwith the ClerkoftheVillage of DownersGrove,Illinois

By andon behalfofthefollowing legal voterswho residein DownersGrove:

Betty M. Cheever,1208Blanchard,DownersGrove,Illinois
StephenDaniels,840 Valley View, DownersGrove,Illinois
KathleenDiCola, 5413 MaplewoodPlace,DownersGrove,Illinois
GordonL, Goodman,5834MiddaughAvenue,DownersGrove,Illinois

KenLerner,4933 Whiffin Place,DownersGrove,Illinois

MeganSchroeder,6036RidgeCourt,DownersGrove,Illinois

1. At 8:09 AM on January10, 2005,aPETITIONFORREFERENDUMwasfiled with the
Clerkof theVillage ofDownersGrove,Illinois, thefull textof which readsasfollows:

We, theundersigned,beingduly qualifiedandregisteredelectorsof theVillage of
DownersGrove,Illinois. equalingin numberatleast10% of thenumberof
registeredvotersin DownersGrove,Illinois who haveaffixedoursignaturesin
ourownproperpersonsto thePetition,herebyPETITION, pursuantto Article 7,
Section6(b) of theIllinois Constitutionand Section28-7 oftheIllinois Election
Code,thattherebe submittedto theelectorsoftheVillage of DownersGrove,for
approvalby amajority oftheelectorsin thevillagevoting on thequestion,atthe
GeneralElectionto beheldon April 5, 2005 in themannerprovidedby law, the
following proposition:

SHALL THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERSGROVE,ILLINOIS CEASETO BE A
HOMERULEUMT? YES[] NO[]

2. ThisPETITIONFORREFERENDUMcontains149 signaturesheetswith 15 orfewer
signaturesperpage. At most,2,235 signaturescouldbecontainedon thesheetssubmitted.
Someofthe sheetscontainfewer than 15 signatures.Objectorshavereviewedthepetition sheets
andcounted2,036 actualsignatures.

3. Therewere32,630registeredvotersin theVillage of DownersGroveon January10, 2005, as
certifiedon January12, 2005by theExecutiveDirectorof theDuPageCountyElection
Commission,Exhibit A.

4. Illinois law providesthat apublic questionreferendumon HomeRule,initiatedunderArticle
VII of theIllinois ConstitutionandSection28-7of theIllinois ElectionCode(10ILCS 5/28-7),
mustbe signedby a numberof qualifiedelectorsequalto or greaterthan 10%ofthenumberof
registeredvoters in thegovernmentalunit. Thefull text of 10 ILCS 5/28-7is asfollows:
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OBJECTORS’ PETITION

Sec.28-7. In any casein which Article VII or paragraph(a) of Section5 ofthe
TransitionScheduleoftheConstitutionauthorizesany actionto be takenby or
with respectto any unit oflocal government,asdefinedin Section1 of Article
VII of theConstitution,by or subjectto approvalby referendum,any suchpublic
questionshall beinitiated in accordancewith this Section.

Any suchpublic questionmaybe initiatedby thegoverningbodyof theunit of
local governmentby resolutionorby thefiling with theclerkor secretaryof the
governmentalunit of apetitionsignedby anumberof qualifiedelectorsequalto
orgreaterthan10%of thenumberofregisteredvotersin thegovernmentalunit,
requestingthe submissionoftheproposalfor suchactionto thevotersof the
governmentalunit at aregularelection.

5. Thepetitionassubmitteddoesnot containsignaturesof atleast10%oftheregisteredvoters
in theVillage of DownersGrove. Tenpercentof thenumberof registeredvotersis 3,263voters,
whereasthepetitiononly contains2,036 signatures.

6. Thepetition is not admissibleasapetitionfor an advisoryreferendum.Thepetitiontext
specificallyrefersto “Article 7, Section6(b)of theIllinois Constitutionand Section28-7 ofthe
Illinois ElectionCode,~~which governpetitionsthatwould havethe legal effectof adoptingor
revokingHomeRule powers. Thustheclearly expressedintentofthepetitionproponent(s),and
of eachpersonwho signedthepetition,wasto placealegally effectivereferendumon theballot
attheApril 5, 2005 ConsolidatedElection. An advisoryreferendumwasnotrequestedby this
petition,andwouldnot fulfill theintentof thepetitionersandelectorswho signedthepetition.
To reconstitutethepetition asapetitionfor an advisoryreferendumwould becontraryto the
intentofthepetitionitself andtheintentof theIllinois ElectionCode,Section28-3,which states
in pa , “~ petition,whenpresentedorfiled, shall notbewithdrawn,altered,or addedto. ..

(10JECS5/28-3)

7. Theobjectors,. , Betty M. Cheever,StephenDaniels,KathleenDiCola, GordonL.
Goodman,. KenLerner, andMeganSchroeder,members
oftheDOWNERSGROVECOMMUNITY ADVOCATES,considerthatremovalof Home
Ruleauthori inDownersGrovewouldbedetrimentalto thecommunityandto theresidents
andbusinesseswithin it,

8. Wherefore,the objectorspray theMunicipal ElectoralBoardoftheVillage of Downers
Grove,Illinois, to decidein favorof this objectionto the aforementionedpetitionfor referendum,
andto rulethat thepetition, assubmitted,is not sufficientto causethecorrespondingpublic
questionto be submittedto thevotersunderIllinois Law.
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